
We’ve offered the Raleigh community 

space-saving solutions for the past 10 

years. We recommend Northwind Traders 

to anyone who will listen to us.  They 

helped us reclaim over 700 square feet of 

our house!” - Annie D. Balitmore 

RESPONSIBLE 
GOLF 
Accreditation and         
Eco-Certification           
Opportunities 
 
A Guide To Sustainability 

 

No other game combines the wonder 

of nature with the discipline of sport in 

such carefully planned ways. A great 

golf course both frees and challenges 

a golfer's mind.  

Tom Watson 

 

Contact Us 

SBS International 

PO Box 7119  

Centurion 0046 

(012) 667 6658 

info@sustainablebenchmark.com 

Visit us on the web: 

www.stainablebenchmark 

Fee Schedule 

The following fee schedule provides an indication 

of our service costs.  We are pleased to discuss 

your precise costs in more detail should you be 

interested. 

Number of 

Players per 

day 

Status Accredited Certified 

Less than 

150 
Small 10 500.00 18 500.00 

150 - 224 Medium 12 500.00 24 000.00 

225 or more Large 15 000.00 28 500.00 

Terms and Conditions 

 All fees are exclusive of VAT, Travel*, Accom-

modation* and Meals* (*where applicable) 

 Fees are payable on Application 

 Accredited fees are for one on-site visit.    

Additional visits are billed separately. 

 Certified fees are for a two year period .  

 Actual fees dependent upon verified player 

numbers 

 All prices inclusive of compliance report,   

recommendations and suggestions 

 Additional T’s & C’s may apply 



Certification 

To be certified, you would need to implement a full 

Environmental Management System specific to 

your golf course.   

The Fairways Golf Course Programme is a fully-

fledged EMS developed for golf courses and 

aligned and compliant to ISO14001:2006. It meets 

all international standards and best practice, and 

provides your course with an integrated solution to 

sustainability and responsible management. 

You will be provided with the full management sys-

tem and our team of experts will assist in    tailoring 

it to your course and conditions, before implemen-

tation.  You receive full support, unlimited consult-

ing services, promotion and certification and      

accreditation with the Senior Tour for two years.  

It involves two on-course assessments over the two 

year period, and the establishment of an appro-

priate management committee to oversee and  

manage the process.  

Priced Just Right 
The cost of accreditation or certification varies   

according to the average number of players your 

course has per day.  

Accreditation costs include the pre-assessment 

process (during which you are provided with an 

electronic submission form) and one on-site verifi-

cation assessment. Additional verification,  consult-

ing or advisory visits are charged separately on an 

hourly basis. 

Certification includes the pre-assessment      

process, a full EMS, subsidised consulting, training 

and support services, promotion, accreditation and 

two on-site assessments over a two year period.   

Our standards and qualification criteria are availa-

ble on request. 

Getting Recognised 
To qualify for selection as a participating golf course, 

your course would need to apply for recognition 

through SBS International.  Achieving this is simple, 

effective and recognition of your measures to ensure 

a more responsible course. 

There are two options for you to consider: 
 Accreditation 
 Certification 

Accreditation 

You would be required to meet a set of criteria relat-

ed to your operational practice - with specific refer-

ence to resource, waste and chemical management; 

bio-diversity planning; procurement and awareness 

creation. 

Your course would be assessed on-site and electron-

ically against these criteria by an independent asses-

sor, and depending on the degree to which you meet 

the criteria - and the operational application of appro-

priate and sustainable systems and procedures, your 

course would be accredited for a year.   

Should you not meet the criteria during the assess-

ment, you will be  given a period of time in which to 

address identified shortcomings and re-apply for a 

second on-site assessment. 

Responsible Golf 
Golf is perhaps one of the most nature-aligned 

sports today because of its close relationship be-

tween the environment and players.  Golf courses 

have become environmental corridors in an increas-

ingly urbanized environment, and they play host to a 

range of fauna and flora species. 

But golf can also do a lot more harm, than good, 

unless courses and facilities take care to reduce 

their impacts associated with water, energy, fuels, 

pesticides and general management practices.  And 

while many course administrators and managers are 

mindful of their impacts, being recognised for those 

efforts has become an important factor in attracting 

and maintaining membership and players. 

At SBS International, we believe external verification 

and certification of golf courses offers your course 

that added advantage, and ensures your course is 

enjoyed by environmentally aware golfers and cor-

porates while at the same time reducing costs.  

The Senior Tour 

The Senior Tour - in association with  Endangered 

Wildlife Trust, is introducing a new tour series to the 

southern African circuit, and part of this initiative is 

aimed at recognising and supporting courses that 

practice environmentally responsible management 

techniques. 

The series will be held at courses that have been 

accredited as ‘Green’ by SBS, an independent  eco-

label. 
Going Green makes ‘cents’ 


